Unit III: The Books Are Burning! Literary Analysis Essay
Exploring Characterization and Theme
Goal: 
Write a literary analysis essay that explains how Bradbury uses characterization to illustrate a theme in Fahrenheit 451. 

Role: 
You are an awesome freshman writer with unlimited malleable intelligence.

Audience: Your peers, your teacher, and whoever else you choose to share your ideas with

Situation: 
This is the first analytical essay you will do in a high school English class, and it is an opportunity for you to synthesize your reading, discussion, and writing skills. You can learn a lot and refine your skills by doing this. Doing well on this assignment will help you get the grade you (and your parents!) want.
Product: 
A well-developed literary analysis essay (see minimum requirements and rubric below)

Standards: 
Minimum Requirements for Literary Analysis Essay 

All pages in McDougall-Littell Literature
· Analyzes how Bradbury uses 3 significant characterizations to support his argument in the text. (Learn Week 1 & 2--p.188)
· Integrates Author’s Words Exactly to support analysis. (p.1223)

· Summarizes elements of the text to support analysis. 
· Paragraphs have topic sentences, concrete details, and commentary (p.R31)

· Proposes an provocative thesis that serves as a road map for reader (p.493)

· Clear statement of Bradbury's argument and purpose in writing Fahrenheit 451 
· Delivers commentary on significance of text details to support argument (p.494)

· Develops evocative introduction and conclusion (p.495, R30-31)

· Uses standard academic essay vocabulary  

· Uses commas and conjunctions to prevent splices and run-on sentences (p.R65)
Due Wednesday 12/17: Excellent Introduction + Beautiful Body Paragraph
hard copy + upload to Turnitin.com by or before 7:59 a.m.
Due Friday, 1/9 @7:59 a.m.: The Books Are Burning! Final draft (complete essay)
	Position and Content
	Clear, specific thesis with a solid position

· Three-prong thesis addresses characterization 
· Clear statement of Bradbury's argument and purpose
· Arguable, provocative thesis
	
	General thesis with a position
	
	Broad position
	/30

	
	30
	
	20
	
	10-0
	

	Language
	Effectively addresses purpose & audience

· Uses standard academic essay vocabulary
· Paragraphs have topic sentences, concrete details, and commentary

· Tone is appropriate to academic paper
	
	Addresses purpose and audience
	
	Does not address purpose and audience.


	/30

	
	30
	
	20
	
	10-0
	

	Development of Ideas
	Fully developed ideas with sufficient and relevant elaboration

· Explains how Bradbury uses 3 significant characterizations to support his argument in the text. 

· Integrates Author’s Words Exactly to support analysis.

· Summarizes elements of the text to support analysis.

· Provide commentary for concrete details.
	
	Some ideas are fully developed with sufficient information
	
	Most ideas are undeveloped


	/30

	
	30
	
	20
	
	10-0
	

	Conventions of Punctuation and Usage
	No fused sentences and fragments.
	
	2 sentence fragments or fused sentences.
	
	4 sentence fragments or fused sentences
	/10

	
	10
	
	7
	
	5-0
	

	 Formatting Errors (Title, Heading, Spacing, Font, Word Count)
	 -       

	Analytical Essay Total 
	/100


For additional support, refer to your textbook:

See p. 649 in Literature textbook for exploration of Ray Bradbury as a social critic

See p. 491 for student model of literary analysis essay

STEP 2 – CHARACTERIZATION: Select 3 Characters 


Choose 3 characters and explain how their characterization (the way they look, act, think, relate to others) relates to the theme of Fahrenheit 451 and the overall meaning of the work as a whole.


*You may select characters other than those listed below, but be sure you have enough evidence to make your case.* 





Guy Montag			Mildred Montag 			Captain Beatty


Professor Faber 		Clarisse McClellen		The Mechanical Hound





STEP 1 - THEME: Select Writing Prompt


Explain how Ray Bradbury uses characterization to illustrate a central theme of the work.


Choose one of the following questions to address in your essay:


What is the relationship between reading and freedom?


How will technology affect our ability to know ourselves and the world around us?


Why do some powerful people want to control what less powerful people read?








