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By the end of Ray Bradbury's story, The Pedestrian, the main character is sitting in the cold prison of a robotic police car headed to a dark fate. Leonard calls out, but his neighbors are all to busy locked in their houses, consuming technology. Through his characterization of nature-loving Mead, the characterization of the technology obsessed society Mead lives in, and the characterization of the robotic police car, Bradbury helps us understand that if we overuse technology, it will make us slaves. 
Bradbury characterizes Leonard Mead as a normal individual in a society of techno freaks. While all of his neighbors stay inside watching television, he takes long walks to enjoy being in nature.
"He listened to the faint push of his soft shoes through autumn leaves with satisfaction and whistled a cold quiet whistle between his teeth, occasionally picking up a leaf as he passed, examining its skeletal pattern in the infrequent lamplights as he went on, smelling its rusty smell" (644)

The quote shows how close Mead feels to nature. Even though it's a cold autumn night, it makes him happy to examine the small details of a leaf. He whistles quietly so he doesn't draw the attention of his odd neighbors, but he takes time to enjoy the feeling of cold air in his lungs. Bradbury describes the protagonist in this way so we can understand how important it is to maintain human contact with nature. 
Bradbury characterizes Mead's community as a group of lifeless ghosts. He describes what Mead sees as he goes on his nightly walk. 

"...it was not unequal to walking through a graveyard, because only the faintest glimmers of firefly light appeared in flickers behind the windows. Sudden gray phantoms seemed to manifest themselves upon inner walls where a curtain was still undrawn against the night, or there were whisperings and murmurs where a window in a tomblike building was still open." (642)
The passage shows a frightening characterization of Mead's neighbors. The community has become a graveyard because people are watching television. Not only are they watching their technology, they're also spying out their windows to see what Leonard is doing. Bradbury uses this characterization to show how technology can rob people of their humanity and turn them into spying zombies. 
Finally, Bradbury uses the police car as a warning to show the terrifying side of how technology can dominate a society. Mead is so lost in the pleasures of nature on his walk that he's  surprised when the police car captures him:
"He was within a block of his destination when the lone car turned a corner quite suddenly and flashed a fierce white cone of light on him. He stood entranced, not unlike a night moth. Stunned by illumination, and then drawn toward it." (645)
The quote shows how the police car capturing Mead in its powerful beam like a flame captures a moth. Later, Bradbury describes the light as holding Mead fixed, like a "museum specimen, needle thrust through chest." Instead of imprisoning Mead in his home like all the other residents, the police car traps him in a beam of light. Bradbury uses this characterization to argue that even the most independent people can be captivated by powerful technology. 

Bradbury's warning to us couldn't be clearer. If we don't watch the way we develop the technology, we'll end up ghost-like and disconnected from the world. Books are being replaced by iPads and real human friendship is being replaced by social networks. This means we must listen to the message of The Pedestrian and wake up before we find ourselves in Mead's position: trapped inside a jail of steel and circuits, headed for a horrifying destination.   (630 words)









