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Stories with Wings 

Unit I: The Moth Narrative Writing Project
The Moth is an acclaimed not-for-profit organization dedicated to the art and craft of storytelling. It is a celebration of storytellers who have lived through something memorable and yearn to share it. Each show starts with a theme, and the storytellers explore it, often in unexpected ways. 
The Moth is requesting students "pitch" stories for upcoming readings. You will be writing personal narratives that could be used as ideas for a performance. 

Your personal narrative should address one of the following prompts:
	· Describe a moment where you were judged by a single story or stereotype.                                   Where do you think the person learned the single story they believed? How did they treat you because of their belief? How did you react? How did this incident change the way you think about single stories or stereotypes?   

· Describe a moment where you judged someone else based on a single story or stereotype.         What kind of single story did you believe? Where did you learn this single story? How did you treat the person because of your belief? How did the person react? How did the way you think of the person change? How did this incident change the way you think about single stories or stereotypes?   

· Describe a moment when you witnessed someone else being judged by a single story or stereotype. What kind of single story did the person who was judging believe? How did the person who was judging treat the person who was judged? How did the judged person react? How did the way you think of the person change? How did this incident change the way you think about single stories or stereotypes?   


[image: image2.jpg]


Goal: Write an excellent personal narrative that engages all of the reader’s senses.
Role: You are an awesome freshman writer with a story to tell. 

Audience: A large group of people who appreciate excellent personal narratives with descriptive details and insight. 
Situation: You have been asked by The Moth reading series to submit a "pitch" story to audition for their next performance. 

Product: 500 word essay that:
Provides evocative descriptive details that appeal to the five senses (sight, sound, smell, touch, taste)
Fully develops at least one scene to make the story come alive. 
Properly uses the following vocabulary: upstander, bystander, and resistor
Shows insight into the impact single stories have on our lives.
Features proper formatting (Times New Roman/12pt font, Double-Spaced) and Paper Heading (Name, Class, Teacher, Date in the upper right hand corner) 

Standards: See rubric on back
	Category
	Narrative Writing Rubric
	Total

	Position and Content
	Shows insight into the prompt throughout
	
	Insight into the prompt attempted
	
	General ideas evident
	/10

	
	10
	8
	6
	4
	2
	

	Development of Ideas
	Sensory Language (taste, touch, smell, sight, hearing), concrete details, and commentary support the theme of the narrative throughout the essay.
	
	Sensory Language, specific concrete details, and commentary presented with some connection to theme of the narrative essay.
	
	Few Specific Details or Commentary


	/10

	
	10
	8
	6
	4
	2
	

	Transitions and Sentence Fluency
	Essay moves fluidly from general ideas to specific moments, using transitions effectively
	
	Essay presents theme and illustrates a specific moment
	
	Essay merely summarizes
	

	
	10
	8
	6
	4
	2
	/10

	Language Acquisition / Facing History Vocabulary
	Accurate and thoughtful use of content/text-specific vocabulary and Facing History vocabulary illustrates theme of the narrative essay
	
	Incorporates at least 3-4 content/text-specific/Facing History vocabulary
	
	General, vague reference to vocabulary or understanding of vocabulary must be inferred
	/10

	
	10
	8
	6
	4
	2
	

	Conventions of Punctuation and Usage
	No Comma punctuation errors
	
	2 Comma punctuation errors
	
	4 Comma punctuation errors
	/5

	
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	

	
	No fused sentences and fragments.
	
	2 sentence fragments or fused sentences.
	
	4 sentence fragments or fused sentences
	/5

	
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	

	 Formatting Errors (Title, Heading, Spacing, Rough Draft, Word Count)
(if does not meet expectations, score will be reduced by ½ grade)
	Y / N

	Narrative Essay Total 
	/50


