“The Bean Eaters” by Gwendolyn Brooks
Subject:

An elderly couple.

Paraphrase:

The elderly couple eats beans most of the time.

Dinner is informal and lacking in elaborations.

They don’t have silverware, crystal, or linens,

They ear with tin forks and knives.

Two people who aren’t perfect.

They’re older, having lived their hay day,

But still go through daily routines

Keeping consistent repetition. 

Looking back… 

Fondly, and at times painfully,

All that they have is the room and the beans to lean over

Along with the little things and the tally of what they spent,

And frivolous things. 

Occasion:
Dinner, in a one-room apartment. 

Title: 

The title tells you immediately whom the poem is about, and what it is they do. It also communicates their financial state of living (they’re poor). 

Tone:

She has some distance from the couple, although she still seems to view them fondly and respectfully. She has the ability to reflect on them pleasantly by including the observation of them looking back with twinklings and twinges. It’s intimate, whether she implies that they’re looking back on their memories fondly or that she herself feels a fondness for them. Earnest. Objectivity creates the distance, which is why she isn’t being extremely sentimental or callous about the bean eaters. 

Theme:

The speaker is saying that it doesn’t take much to be happy. They’re ‘mostly good’ people and are content. It doesn’t require a lot. The speaker could also be saying that they’re happy because they have each other, and nothing else matters as much as long as they can be together. And eat their beans.

Speaker

The speaker is an observer, not partaking in the action of the poem. This contributes to the distance in the tone of the poem; the speaker is a witness. From what the speaker witnesses they come to their own conclusions about the event. 

Analytical Paragraph

In the poem “The Bean Eaters,” Gwendolyn Brooks uses the literary device of alliteration. Line 10 says, “Remembering, with twinklings and twinges.” There is a repetition of the letter ‘t’. This device illuminates the delight of the moment to the reader, even though there is no shiny silver or sparkly crystal. The sound of this consonant gives a light or lively brightness in a space where everything is plain. All they have to eat is plain beans, but the alliteration brings forth the space and shines on their happiness. The line also comes in contrast to the things around them, the rented room and lack of niceties. The meager things around them are slight in comparison to their memories. 
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They eat beans mostly, this old yellow pair.

Dinner is a casual affair.

Plain chipware on a plain and creaking wood, 

Tin flatware.

Two who are Mostly Good.

Two who have lived their day,

But keep on putting on their clothes

And putting things away.

And remembering . . .

Remembering, with twinklings and twinges,

As they lean over the beans in their rented back room that

          is full of beads and receipts and dolls and cloths,

          tobacco crumbs, vases and fringes.

