Argument of Definition Model Essay #1: Defining Amends

Amends: Recompense for a grievance or injury.
--One must acknowledge the physical and emotional damage done

--One must be open to learning about the experience of the person who has been injured

--One must be able to understand the internal factors that caused the injury

--One must be able to explain how they will prevent the injury from happening again

--One must be respect the right of the person who is injured to not forgive
Shia LeBouf's apology to Daniel Clowes fails to meet the definition of amends.

Amends: involves repairing, even partially, an injury that you have caused to another person. In order for an action to be seen as making amends, it has to satisfy several criteria.

The first criterion for actions of amends is it must involve acknowledging the physical and emotional damage that you caused. An injury is worse if the person who is injured feels like the one who caused the injury does not care about, or understand, the pain they caused. If the person is going to make amends, they have to show the injured person that they not only know what they did was wrong, but that they are aware of how it affected the injured person. 
In a related matter, the second criterion requires the transgressor to be open to learning about the experience of the injured party. This means being able to listen to what the person has to say without judging. An example of this is the truth and reconciliation commission in South Africa, where people were encouraged to tell their stories about what happened to them under Apartheid. Although the injuries were painful, it was even more painful to leave them without witness. Without the opportunity to express the extent of the injury, the transgressed will not be able to accept amends. 

The third criterion for amends is that the transgressor be able to articulate why they did what they did or at least demonstrate that they want to know why. This is important because amends are supposed to prevent the injury from being repeated. For example, if a government mistreats an ethnic minority in their country and later apologizes, but refuses to investigate the injustice, there is a good chance it will happen again. Making amends means to make up for a wrong act, but if you don't want to understand why you committed the wrong act, you are probably not fully committed to preventing them in the future.

The fourth criterion for amends is that the transgressor must reflect on the reasons for their actions and describe how they will prevent it from happening again. This is important because you need to reassure the transgressed that you are serious and capable of preventing further transgression. For example, if a family member wrecks your car after drinking, they can only really make amends after they've started confronting their problems with alcohol. If they don't, there's a good chance it will happen again. 
The fifth condition is that the transgressed should not feel obligated to offer their forgiveness. This is important because forgiveness can only be given when the transgressed is ready, which they may never be. Some transgressions are so terrible that they test the strength of a person to forgive. For example, the killers of Eric Morse may want his mother to forgive them for their crime, but if they are to make amends, they cannot expect her to forgive them. Their desire for forgiveness can never be more important than her right to cope with loss in her own way. 
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