Critical Reflection for Our America Argument Essay
Due once you have submitted at least TWO drafts, no later than Wednesday 11/19 8:00 a.m.
The Critical Reflection will be the last step in each major paper you write. The purpose is to allow you to think about everything you have learned through the entire process—from the initial brainstorm to the final revision. Your purpose in writing this essay is to prove what you have learned. 

Remember to provide EVIDENCE for your claims. Stating that you “learned how to write arguments” without providing evidence from your drafts, for example, is inappropriate. You do not answer the following questions in order; nor do you have to answer each of the questions. Consider what questions belong together for YOUR reflection. I do advise you to consider each of the questions. Then, look over your answers and decide what belongs together. 

1. How much work would you say you put into this essay? What did you do (beyond submitting each stage on time) to make sure your essay was as polished as it could be?
2. What was easy for you in this whole process? 
3. Did a specific comment or conference guide you more than anything else? WHY? HOW?
4. What was difficult for you? 
5. What attention did you give to the logical organization of your essay? Did you have difficulty developing an argument? How will you approach your next essay?
6. How satisfied are you with the language used in your essay?  How much did you work on finding the right word to communicate your exact meaning?  How much on sentence structure? How careful were you with examining your efficiency in language? 
7. Consider your level of involvement with the assignment. If you aren’t interested in what you have to say, chances are good that your readers won’t be either.
8. What did you find most helpful with this essay? Choose 2 + Explain. Writing practice, small group evidence search, “standing line” stating claims + reasons, ongoing reflection, writing conferences with me and writing tutors, peer review?
9. Anything else you need to deal with here that I haven’t covered in the previous questions.

